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WHAT IS  COPYRIGHT?

“Copyr i gh t  i s  a  form o f  protec t ion  grounded  in  the  U.S . Const i tu t ion  and  
gran ted  by  l aw  for  or i g i na l  works  o f  au thorsh ip  f i xed  i n  a  t ang ib l e  med ium o f  

express ion . Copyr i gh t  covers  both  pub l i shed  and  unpub l i shed  works .”

COPYRIGHT.GOV



THE COPYRIGHT LAW OF THE UNITED STATES
gran t s monopo ly protec t ion  for  "or i g ina l  works  o f  au thorsh ip " . Wi th  the  
s t a ted  purpose  to  promote ar t and cu l ture , copyr i gh t  l aw  ass i gns  a  se t  o f  

exc lu s i ve  r i gh t s  to  au thors : to  make  and  se l l  cop ie s  o f  the i r  works , to  
crea te  der i va t i ve  works , and  to  per form or  d i sp l ay  the i r  works  pub l i c l y. 

These  exc lus i ve  r i gh t s  are  sub jec t  to  a  t ime  l im i t , and  genera l l y  exp i re  70  
years  a f te r  the  au thor ' s  dea th . I n  the  Un i ted  S ta tes , any  

work pub l i shed be fore  J anuar y  1 , 1925 , i s  genera l l y  cons idered  pub l i c  
doma in . 

WIKIPEDIA



WHAT ASPECTS C AN BE  COPYRIGHTED 
IN A HYMNAL OR A CHORALE BOOK?

Me lody
Text

Trans l a t ion
Text  Rev i s ion
Arrangement

in songs , melody and text are the main r ights . Revis ions , 
arrangements and trans lat ions become the copyrighted materia l  

once the melody or text r ights

have expired. 



B ACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR THE LLC HYMNAL (2008)  AND CHORALE 
BOOK (2016) :

Songs  co l l ec ted  f rom S i i on in l au lu t j a  V i r s i k i r j a , v ar ious  hymna l s  f rom 
Europe  and  Nor th  Amer i ca . Acqu i red  tex t s  and  me lod ie s

Thorough  work  for  hymna l , secur ing  r i gh t s  for  me lody  and  tex t . 
A l so  secur ing  r i gh t s  to  t rans l a te  l y r i c s  f rom the  or i g i na l  l anguage . 

Request ing  r i gh t s  for  pr in ted  hymna l  and  a l so  for  record ing  the  songs . 
No mention o f  royalt ies , streaming, broadcast ing , synchroniz ing



ROYALTIES a  sum of  money pa id  to an author  or  composer  for  each copy o f  a  book so ld , 
song  recorded or  for  each pub l i c  per formance o f  a  work . 

STREAMING l i s ten ing  to mus ic  or  watch ing  v ideo in  ' rea l  t ime ' , i ns tead o f  download ing  a  f i l e  
to  your  computer  and watch ing i t l a ter. With internet  v ideos  and webcast s  o f  l i ve  events , 
there i s  no f i l e  to  download , jus t  a  cont inuous stream of  data .

BROADCASTING the t ransmiss ion o f  programs or  in format ion by  rad io  or  te lev i s ion

SYNCHRONIZING audio or v ideo synchron ized wi th  another  format  for  present ing  
in format ion and/or  wi th  t ime-based interact i ve  components , un less  the media  i s  a media  
a l ternat i ve  for  text that  i s  c lear ly  l abe led as  such

S O U R C E S : G O O G L E , W I K I P E D I A



Hymnal done very wel l , 
payments done in col laborat ion with the SRK. 

Lots of  work at the of f ice and as volunteer work.

Paul  Waaraniemi served as project leader. 
Sheldon Yl ioja was hired 

to complete the music aspects of  the project .



CHORALE BOOK 2016

Hymnal has text and melody, Chorale Book has addit ional  harmonies 

LLC commiss ioned arrangements from f ive music ians in Finland

Commiss ions were paid, permiss ions were not requested or 
atta ined at that point



Due to  e . g . s t a f f  changes  a t  the  LLC a t  tha t  po in t , 
the  pro jec t  was  on ly  par t i a l l y  done

Secured  r i gh t s  for  arrangements  i n  the  Chora le  Book  in  the  f a l l  o f  2019

Created  a  l i s t  o f  copyr i gh t  ownersh ip : 864  t i t l e s  o f  ownersh ip. 
LLC doesn ’t  own any th ing .

HTTPS : / /WWW.LLCHURCH.ORG/SONG-LEADERS-ORGANISTS

https://www.llchurch.org/song-leaders-organists


CORONA
Ever y th ing  sudden ly  on l i ne ; 

we  needed  r i gh t s  to  broadcas t  and  s t ream the  songs

H i red  a  l awyer  to  unders tand  
how we shou ld  proceed  w i th  the  roya l t i e s  i n  the  US . 

Ma jor i t y  o f  the  owners  are  i n  F in l and  and  the  F inn i sh  copyr i gh t  owner  
member  assoc i a t ion  (Teosto)  doesn ’t  dea l  w i th  record ings  or  s t ream ing  

tha t  a re  done  in  the  US .

Work ing  w i th  our  l awyer, we  arr i ved  a t  the  fo l low ing  so lu t ion : 
we  can  make  contrac t s  w i th  the  copyr i gh t  owners  

and  agree  d i rec t ly  w i th  them 
on  re imbursement  for  a l l  the  necessar y  r i gh t s .



Lawyer  dra f ted  a  contrac t  tha t  secures  a l l  poss ib l e  r i gh t s  the  LLC cou ld  
have  w i thout  own ing  the  song .

Th i s  contrac t  has  been  o f fe red  to  a l l  the  ma jor  par t i e s  and  so  f a r  they  
have  a l l  s i gned  i t  for  f ree  or  for  a  one - t ime  m in ima l  re imbursement . 

SRK , for  examp le , has  over  190  t i t l e s , we  got  b l anket  r i gh t s  for  them for  
f ree .

Most  peop le  have  a l so  w i shed  us  God ’s  b l e ss ings  and  are  happy  the i r  work  
i s  be ing  used . Many  copyr i gh t  owners  are  not  i n  f a i th , and  they  s t i l l  v a lue  

the  f ac t  tha t  these  songs  are  used  in  da i l y  congrega t ion  l i fe . 



DO NOT WEBCAST

Ownership mainly by publ icat ion houses, 

orig inal  authors are famous composers or poets 

or song is  taken from another church’s  hymnal

Currently there’s  no feas ible way of  gett ing r ights to record, stream, 
broadcast or synchronize those songs because of  the di f ferent 

territories that di f ferent agencies have authority over



We have a unique s i tuat ion because of  having very marginal ized 
materia l , F innish texts and melodies in the larger context of  

rel ig ious music in North America, 
i t ’s  not benef ic ia l  to them to make i t  feas ible for us

We can enjoy those songs at services 
(pre-service or c los ing song i f  broadcast ing) , 

camps and at our homes 
and wait for the copyright to expire .

OVER 500 SONGS ARE OK FOR US TO USE



MUSIC PROGRAMS
copyr ight  for  re l ig ious  organizat ions

copyr i gh t  l aw  o f fe r s  many  exempt ions  spec i f i c  to  cer ta in  organ i za t ions .

re l ig ious  ser v ices  exemption

Genera l l y, a  copyr i gh t  owner  has  the  exc lus i ve  r i gh t  to  pub l i c  
per formance  o f  the i r  work . The re l i g ious  ser v i ces  exempt ion a l lows  the  
pub l i c  “per formance  o f  a  nondramat i c  l i t e rar y  or  mus i ca l  work  or  o f  a  

dramat i co-mus i ca l  work  o f  a  re l i g ious  na ture , or  d i sp l ay  o f  a  work , i n  the  
course  o f  ser v i ces  a t  a  p l ace  o f  worsh ip  or  o ther  re l i g ious  as semb ly”  (17  

u . s . code  § 110(3 ) ) . Th i s  exempt ion  a l lows  congregan t s  to  s i ng  hymns  
dur ing  ser v i ce  w i thout  f i r s t  ge t t i ng  perm i ss ion . I t  a l so  a l lows  pas tors  to  

rec i te  poems in  the i r  sermons .



The  re l i g ious  ser v i ces  exempt ion  does  not  cover  record ing  a  
per formance . You  w i l l  need  perm i ss ion  to  record  any  per formance  o f  a  

copyr i gh ted  work  i n  your  ser v i ce . I f  ge t t i ng  perm i ss ion  i s  not  an  opt ion , 
you  can  ed i t  ou t  the  copyr i gh ted  work  f rom the  recorded  per formance . 

Scholar ly  Communicat ions  Of f i ce , Emor y Univers i t y

There fore : Mus i c  programs are  f i ne  to  do  w i thout  copyr i gh t  worr ie s . I f  
you  broadcas t  or  record  them, you  need  to  consu l t  the  Do Not  Webcas t  
l i s t . I f  you ’re  do ing  other  arrangements  bes ides  the  chora le  book , seek  

the  perm i ss ion . 



IMPORTANT NOTE : 
The  f ac t  tha t  LLC has  the  r i gh t  to  use  th i s  i n te l l ec tua l  p roper ty  doesn ’t  

mean  an  i nd i v idua l  congrega t ion  or  church  member  has  the  r i gh t  
to  use  the  songs  for  the i r  persona l  or  communa l  pub l i c a t ions , i . e . more  

forma l , permanent , poss ib ly  monet i zed  pub l i c a t ions . 
Persona l  or  f am i ly  u se  i s  f i ne .

L i s t  o f  the  ownersh ip  i s  found  on  the  LLC webs i te  
HTTPS : / /WWW.LLCHURCH.ORG/SONG-LEADERS-ORGANISTS

I f  congrega t ions  want  to  make  record ings , 
p l ease  contac t  the  LLC to  ensure  perm i ss ions  are  i n  order : 

LKERANEN@LLCHURCH.ORG

https://www.llchurch.org/song-leaders-organists
http://llchurCh.org

